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 There are familiar names among the marquee boats in the 
44th Transpac, from Ragtime, the wooden wonder from Down 
Under, sailing in its record 14th Transpac (Merlin, with 13, didn’t go 
this time), to Roy E. Disney on Pyewacket to Doug Baker’s sleeper 
threat Magnitude 80. Those were two of the five boats to break an 
older Pyewacket’s elapsed time record in 2005. Hasso Plattner’s 
Morning Glory led the way in 6 days 16 hours 4 minutes 11 seconds 
but did not return this year. 
 Now a different type of team hopes to make its mark. Disney 
announced his retirement at the 2005 awards dinner, but he didn’t 
get very far. Soon he was committed to build a young team of sailors 
from scratch into a solid crew that would sail the race on a Transpac 
52. He bought Philippe Kahn’s Pegasus, the fastest TP 52 in 2005,  
and renamed it Morning Light, the name of the boat, the project and 
the documentary film that will come out of it all. 
 The idea, suggested by TP 52 class director Tom Pollack, 
combines both of Disney’s life bloods: sailing and moviemaking. 
The story will be told in a true documentary format, without actors-
--it’s not a staged “reality” show---and will follow the crew of the 15 
boys and girls ages 18 to 23 from its inception with 538 applicants 
deep into the selection process and four months of intense train-
ing and finally through the race. Longtime Transpac videographer 
Leslie DeMeuse is co-producer for the film, which will be released in 
2008. 
  “The biggest thing is that I really got deeply involved in 
Transpac again because of the Morning Light project,” Disney said, 
“and the more I was around it the more nostalgic I got about me in 
the race, and all of sudden I found myself saying, ‘We could prob-
ably rent that big boat back and do it again.’” 
 “And maybe reclaim the record?”
 “If the wind blows this time there’s a really good chance we’ll 
break that record,” Disney said.
 But there’s even more to Transpac than records, films and 
epic battles for the Barn Door. Much more. Time was when the real 
winners were seen as those who scored best overall on corrected 
handicap time, sailing their smaller boats closer to their potential to 
collect their own proud hardware such as the King Kalakaua Trophy 
and a take-home model of a Polynesian sailing canoe. That fever 
is still alive. Winners of Divisions 2 through 4---Roger Sturgeon’s 
Rosebud, Tom Garnier’s Reinrag2 and Tabasco, now owned by 
Gary Fanger---were back to defend their titles, along with Steve 
Brown’s Brown Sugar, the Division 5 runnerup. 
 If Rosebud doesn’t look like Sturgeon’s Transpac 52 that won 
Division 2 last time, that’s because he’s morphed it into a bigger 
STP 65, something new to the ocean racing game that bears close 
watching. 

 And like the Cal 40 blast from the past that leapfrogged four 
decades with its own class in the last two races, there’s now a flock 
of six Santa Cruz 50s frolicking in the future more than a quarter-
century removed from Bill Lee’s chicken coop. The first SC 50 built 
was Gib Black’s Chasch Mer, and he’ll be racing it home to Hawaii 
under its new name, Stags’ Leap Winery.  
 Another name change occurred when another Hawaiian 
Transpac veteran, doublehander Dan Doyle, turned Two Guys On 
the Edge over to his two teenage sons and some pals who will sail 
it as On the Edge of Destiny. Ranging in age from 18 to 23, they 
may be the youngest team ever to sail Transpac, younger even than 
Morning Light. But the boats with crews of two remain a show of their 
own. There were six in 2005 and another half-dozen signed up this 
time. 
 All-woman teams have almost become a tradition since Terri 
Clapp led the first one on Concubine in 1979, and for the second 
successive race Sally Lindsay Honey found a female force about as 
fearsome as the one that sailed her Illusion to second overall and 
third place boat-for-boat among 14 Cal 40s in 2005. 
 Disney, 77, was back for the 16th time on his fourth Pyewacket. 
Or was it the fifth Pyewacket? After “retiring” in 2005, Disney donat-
ed the maxZ86 to the Orange Coast College School of Sailing & 
Seamanship, but he couldn’t get rid of the bug as easily as he got rid 
of the boat. Soon he decided to charter it back from the school and 
significantly modify it into what is now a 90-foot speed machine that 
potentially would be 1 knot faster over the 2,225 nautical miles to 
Honolulu. Given the same conditions that saw the previous version 
finish only 2 1/2 hours behind Morning Glory in 2005, that record 
stood to be blown away this year. 
  He will have the same basic crew dating some 20 years, including 
sailing manager Robbie Haines and navigator Stan Honey, both key 
figures in training the Morning Light crew. Last year in their Transpac 
debut the maxZ86s finished about two days ahead of the Transpac 
52s. 
 “The good thing is that we’ll be far enough ahead of the kids on 
Morning Light that we can be there at the dock to see the end of the 
movie,” Disney said. 

A Preview : Transpac 2007
By Rich Roberts 

There’s been a fresh aura to the trade winds blowing past Diamond Head this spring and summer, 
like a cool, clear breeze at sunrise bringing the dawn of  the second century of  the Transpacific 
Yacht Race and a team called Morning Light.

“If the wind blows this time there’s a really 
good chance we’ll break that record,” 
Disney said.
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Commodores

1928-30 Clarence W. MacFarlane
1930-34 Albert Soiland
1934-36 Harold G. Dillingham
1937-41 Morgan Adams
1942-47 W.L. Stewart Jr  
1948-49 Harold W. Wright
1950-51 Donald Ayres  
1952-53 J.G. Johanson
1954-55 Richard S. Rheem 
1956-57 Eugene Overton  
1958-59 Ira P. Fulmore  
1960-61 Richard B. Terkel  
1962-63 Thomas A. Short  
1964-65 Ralph E. Phillips  
1966-67 Stephen M. Newmark 
1968-69 Gordon M. Curtis  
1970-71 Gould L. Eddy   
1972-73 Charles B. Booth  
1974-75 Hays A. McLellan  
1976-77 Peter Davis  
1978-79 Walter Hoffman  
1980-81 M. Hugh Rogers  
1982-83 Richard Steel  
1984-85 Willard Bell  
1986-87 James A. Eddy  
1988-89 L.Grant Baldwin  
1990-91 Frank L. Mallory  
1992-93 Leon M. Cooper  
1994-95 Elliot Cutting  
1996-97 H. Gilbert Jones   
1998-99 John L. J. Edgcomb 
2000-01 Andrew Martin  
2002-03 Brad Avery  
2004-05 Jerry Montgomery  
2006-07 Al Garnier
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Honolulu Chairmen

1947-49 Dr. P.H. Wilson
1951-53 Owen Fowler
1955-57 Dr. P.H. Wilson
1959 Wright Esser
1961 John S. Pugh
1963 Harry Uhler
1965 Cliff Spencer
1967 Franklin “Bamboo” Opperman
1969 Curtis A. “Bud” Thompson

1971 Joseph Dolan
1973 Nathaniel Sceva
1975 Cy Gillette
1977 Dale Mogle
1979 Fred Smales
1981 “Pete” Curran
1983 Art Biven
1985 Bob Stengle
1987 Ken Brockman
1989 Robert Rhein
1991 Stan Thornton

1993 “Rick” Osborne
1995 Miles Anderson
1997 Kevan Meechan
1999 Robert Towle
2001 Sherry Vann
2003 Cliff Cisco
2005 Don Brown
2007 Susan Esse

We salute those men who put it all together and those who have carried on! Listed are all of the Commodores of the Transpacific Yacht 
Club and the Honolulu Chairmen to date:
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The Winners, Transpac 05. Photo: John Davis


































































