
ORA	Clarifica,ons	of	ORR	10.0.01	&	10.0.05	

Transpacific	Yacht	Club,	the	organizing	authority	for	the	Transpac	Race,	referred	the	following	ques/ons	
to	ORA	as	the	rule	authority	for	ORR.			

“Questions	and	requests	for	clarification	by	the	2023	Transpac	Race	Organizing	Authority:	
1. Per NOR 7.6 and the change to RRS 55.3(a), and provided that the boat is rated for the use of a 
whisker pole as	described in ORR 10.05, may any headsail (or staysail) clew be sheeted to a leeward 
whisker pole when a	spinnaker is set? 
	
2. Per NOR 1.10 and ORR 10.02.1, may 'light staysails' be considered 'spinnaker staysails' for the 
purposes of RRS	54 and be tacked off centerline when the boat is not close-hauled whether a spinnaker 
is set, or not set? 
	
3. Does ORR 10.02.1, as modified by NOR 1.10, permit the use of a light 'hoisting stay' to control the luff 
of the sail	during hoisting and lowering of 'light staysails' set flying? Note that a 'hoisting stay' is a 
detachable light spectra	line (2.5mm diameter) which is temporarily connected to hoist the staysail and 
disconnected after the staysail is	lowered, and enhances the safety of the foredeck crew while setting and 
dousing a staysail 'set flying'. 
	
We appreciate the timely attention of the 2023 Transpac Race Organizing Committee to these issues so 
that all	competitors may sail the race with a full and common understanding of the rules regarding the use 
and setting	of staysails. 
	
Respectfully submitted,	
Tom Holthus (BadPak)” 
 
 
ORA’s answer to question 1:  ORR 10.0.05 changes RRS 55.3(a).  ORR’s intent is to allow non-Large 
Roach Headsails to be connected to a leeward Whisker Pole or Outrigger regardless of whether a 
spinnaker is set or not for boats which are so rated under 10.0.05.   

ORA’s answer to question 2:  The intent of ORR’s definition of Light Staysail in ORR 10.01 is to allow 
Light Staysails to be tacked off centerline whether a spinnaker is set or not.  This ORR class rule changes 
RRS 54.   

ORA’s answer to question 3: “Guide ropes” or “hoisting stays” which are so small as to not materially 
affect mast bend or stiffness are not considered Inner Forestays and may be used to assist controlling the 
luff of light staysails set flying while hoisting and dousing.  “Guide ropes” or “hoisting stays” shall be slack 
or have no tension while the light staysail is flying. 

ORA intends to clarify these sections of 10.0.01 and 10.0.05 in the next edition of the rule. 

Submi&ed	by:	

	 Bill	Lee	

	 Chairman,	ORR	Technical	Commi#ee	

June	24,	2023	


